
EAST ELK CREEK TRAIL #1841 

Rifle Ranger District 
0094 County Road 244 
Rifle, CO  81650 
(970) 625-2371 - Voice 
(970) 625-2532 - Fax 
  

ANY MAPS PROVIDED ARE INTENDED FOR USE AS GUIDANCE, NOT FOR ACTUAL 
LAND NAVIGATION.  WE STRONGLY SUGGEST PURCHASING A TOPOGRAPHIC TRAIL MAP 

AND COMPASS PRIOR TO BEGINNING ANY TRIP ON NATIONAL FOREST.  

Difficulty:  Difficult 
Trail Use:   Moderate 
Length:      5 miles  
Beginning Elevation: 6,800 
Ending Elevation: 11,600 
 
Access: 
• From Rifle, head east on I-70 for 14 miles.  At the New Castle exit, turn left and follow the signs into 

New Castle.  At 7th Street (County Road #245), turn right and follow for approximately 2 miles.  Turn 
right on East Elk Road (#241) and follow it to the trailhead. 

 
Trail Highlights: 
The first miles of the trail are moderately sloping.  Approximately 3.5 miles from the trailhead is Spring 
Creek, which flows into East Elk Creek.  Next, Spring Creek Trail (#2068) intersects with East Elk Creek 
Trail (#1841).  The latter portion of the trail becomes increasingly difficult and sloping.  
 
 Attractions:  
East Elk Creek (aka Centennial Trail) offers a unique journey through the steep and narrow canyon of 
East Elk Creek.  The trail follows the creek, furnishing the hiker with cascading waterfalls and white wa-
ter.  Soil erosion has left parts of the trail extremely narrow and hazardous.  There are several historic 
sights from early gold mining days, scattered along the trail.  East Elk Creek provides good fishing as 
well. 

 
 

PACK IT IN - PACK IT OUT!!    LEAVE NO TRACE!! 
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